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Proclamation 8309—National Forest 
Products Week, 2008 

October 16, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Forest Products Week, 

we highlight our country’s commitment to 
protect and wisely use America’s forests for 
our Nation’s prosperity and well-being. 

Across our country, citizens rely on forest 
products to meet their daily needs. Our for-
ests enable us to produce goods such as 
paper and furniture, provide raw materials 
such as lumber for homes and buildings, and 
offer job opportunities that bring economic 
security for many Americans. 

My Administration is steadfast in its com-
mitment to protect our forests from both 
manmade and natural harm. It is vital that 
we continue to make progress in conserving 
our natural resources and using them respon-
sibly. Since 2002, we have worked to restore 
our forests and protected them against cata-
strophic fires as part of the Healthy Forests 
Initiative. Americans take great pride in our 
country’s natural splendor, and by working 
together to be good stewards of the environ-
ment, we can leave our children and grand-
children a healthy and flourishing land. 

Recognizing the importance of our forests 
in ensuring our Nation’s well-being, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), 
as amended, has designated the week begin-
ning on the third Sunday in October of each 
year as ‘‘National Forest Products Week’’ and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 19 through Oc-
tober 25, 2008, as National Forest Products 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 

of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 20, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on October 21. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Significant Narcotics Traffickers 
Centered in Colombia 
October 16, 2008 

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order 
12978, the President declared a national 
emergency pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701–1706) to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States constituted by the actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia, and the extreme level of violence, cor-
ruption, and harm such actions cause in the 
United States and abroad. 

Because the actions of significant narcotics 
traffickers centered in Colombia continue to 
threaten the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States and to 
cause an extreme level of violence, corrup-
tion, and harm in the United States and 
abroad, the national emergency declared on 
October 21, 1995, and the measures adopted 
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 21, 2008. Therefore, in accordance with 
section 202(d) of the National Emergencies 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 
1 year the national emergency with respect 
to significant narcotics traffickers centered in 
Colombia. This notice shall be published in 
the Federal Register and transmitted to the 
Congress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 16, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 17, 2008] 
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NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on October 17, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on October 20. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Significant Narcotics Traffickers 
Centered in Colombia 
October 16, 2008 

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. 
President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice stating that the 
emergency declared with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect beyond October 
21, 2008. 

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions 
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in 
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States and to cause unparalleled violence, 
corruption, and harm in the United States 
and abroad. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain eco-
nomic pressure on significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia by blocking 
their property and interests in property that 
are in the United States or within the posses-
sion or control of United States persons and 
by depriving them of access to the U.S. mar-
ket and financial system. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pelosi, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. This 

letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 17. 

Remarks to the United States 
Chamber of Commerce 

October 17, 2008 

Good morning. I am pleased to be back 
to the U.S. Chamber. I want to thank the 
members of this fine organization for your 
efforts to support the spirit of free enterprise 
and to advance the interests of businesses, 
large and small, across our great country. I’m 
grateful for the opportunity to talk to you 
about a subject that’s on all our minds. And 
that’s the economy. 

Bruce, I want to thank you for your leader-
ship and your friendship. I want to appreciate 
the other members of the U.S. Chamber 
leadership group that is with us. I welcome 
the entrepreneurs that are with us; fellow 
citizens. 

Our Nation is dealing with a serious finan-
cial crisis. Over the past month, Americans 
have witnessed fast-moving events involving 
complicated financial issues. I know many of 
our citizens are concerned about their fi-
nances. They’re worried about the extent of 
government intervention into the market-
place. In my conversations with business 
owners and workers and families across our 
country, I’ve heard the same message. The 
American people want a clear explanation of 
what this crisis means for them, what the 
Government is doing to fix it, and how this 
will affect the future of the free market that 
makes our economy so dynamic and pros-
perous. And that’s what I’ve come to talk 
about. 

To understand how this crisis unfolded, 
you have to look back more than a decade. 
For many years, the combination of low in-
terest rates and the inflow of capital from 
around the world produced a period of easy 
credit here in the United States. This trend 
was especially apparent in the booming hous-
ing market, where many lenders issued mort-
gages to borrowers who could not otherwise 
afford homes. Many of those loans were then 
packaged into complex financial assets, which 
were sold to banks and investors all across 
the world. 
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